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This project made a contribution to understanding how local groups in Australia struggle for and 
contribute to ecological sustainability and social justice around the world. Using an Action Research 
approach, Dr. Ramos investigated groups involved in the World Social Forum Process. Visions for an 
‘alternative’ (socially just, peaceful, ecologically sustainable) globalisation were drawn  from fieldwork 
and literature.  The study charted the development of the World Social Forum from its historical precursors 
to its present day formation. The study also examined  how various organisations and groups involved in 
Forums inter-relate and develop networks to achieve reciprocal goals. The study found that the great 
diversity within these activist networks poses great challenges in developing coherent projects for change. 
New political innovations are needed that will facilitate a diversity of groups collaborating on projects for 
transformational change. Finally, using a number of short scenarios, the study explored what’s next for the 
World Social Forum Process and the struggle to create ‘another possible world’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
